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” LUKE X11, 42—48. 


And the Lord ſaid, Who then is that Land wife ws 
ard, uu Hir dond all make ruler over bit 

give them their portion of meat in 5 le 20 is 
that ſervant, whom his lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
fo doing. Of a truth I ſay un that he will male 
im rulerover. all that he Be. "Bus, and if that ſervant 
*. in his heart, My lord delayeth 2 coming; and ſhall 
begin to bent the men ſervants, aud maidens, and to ent and 
| © drink, and to he drunken ; the lord of that ſervant wil} come 
in a day when he looketh not for him, and at ant hour when 

: be is not-aware, and will cut him in ſundor, and will ap- 
int him his partion quith the unbelie uerr. And that ſer+ 


5 want which knetw his Tord's will, and epared not himſelf, 


neither did according to his Gal, le beaten with many 
Aries. But he that knew, nat, and did commit things 
. of fripes, } II be beaten with few ftripes. For unta 

deuer ir given, hm ll be much'required; 
r. whom men have « mit much, n wil 
4ſt the more. > | 


, 8 portion of Cabin Juſt now oi I hikes 
ard repeated by that excellent Lady whoſe 
death we mourn *, Her liberal mind deviſed libe- 
ral things, worthy of a great and pious ſpirit; but 


_ the imperfettions of the preſent ſtate would not al- 


Rr e ary e Wine execution. 
| . N Upon 


HI Le 3 died f in George? s Square, Edinburgh, 11th 


| July'2786; and was interred, agreeable to her defire, in a vault in hex 
en Chapel, the 24th of that many 


CY 


Upon ſuch occaſions ſhe conſoled herſelf with hav- 
ing performed her part; and uſed to add, Bleſſed 
© is that ſervant, whom his lord, when he cometh, 


£ ſhall find ſo doing.” The recollection of this, to- 


gether with its pertinency to the preſent melan- 


choly diſpenſation of Providence, led me to direct 


your meditations to this ſubject. 


Wx are the creatures of God : © In him we 
live, and move, and have our being; we are 


* 


© body: For the Lord himſelf will deſcend from 
* Heaven with the voice of the archangel, and 


the trump of God; the ſmall and the great 
* ſhall ſtand before his judgment-ſeat ; he ſhall 


* diſcern between the evil and the good, and ren- 
der to every man according to his works.— 
* Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his lord, when he 
cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. Of a truth I ſay 
* unto you, that he will make him ruler over 


all that he hath. But, and if that ſervant ſay 
* in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and 
© ſhall begin to beat the men-ſervants and maid- 


* ens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 
© the lord of that ſervant will come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and at an hour 

„ when 


n 


the ſubjeas of his dominion, and to him we 
muſt give an account for the deeds done in the 
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C1 
8 when he is not aware, and will cut him in ſun- 
der, and will appoint him his b portion with the” 


W 4 unbelievers, * | 


„ 


Tur language of our Text is figurative, and 
its images are parabolical; but the truths convey- 
ed by it are ſo obvious, that a formal explana- 
tion is unneceſſary. It leads our thoughts to 
man conſidered as an accountable creature to 
the felicity of thoſe who habitually act under the 
impreſſion of this nnn, to the miſeryof thoſe 


who do not. 


As to the riR ST of theſe, That man is an account - 
able creature, is a propoſition ſo obvious as ſcarce» 
ly to admit of argument, | 55 


Iris ks to reaſon, and moſt men feel the 
ſtrongeſt conviction of it. In every hour of ſober 


reflection, conſcience tells them that they are 


accountable, for their thoughts, words, and 
actions; for their time and other talents, to 


God their creator and their judge. And this 
great truth is taught with the utmoſt plainne s, 


and placed in many ſtriking points of light in the 


Holy Scriptures. It appears to have been a part 
of the faith of good men in every age; for, that 


man 


wp 


r —— hege 
"Rs Y BRIEF 
72 * ; 
4 


£4 ) 

wan is an accountable creature, and muſt appear 
before the:tribunal of God, was believed by the 3 
Patriarchs who were inſpired by God. Enoch the 4 
ſeventh perſon from Adam, and a cotemporary 
— ſaying, *Bebold the Lord 

cometh, with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to exe · I 
o cute judgment. upon all.“ Abraham, when in 


tereeding for Sodom, acknowledged, that God 
{ was the judge of the quick and the dead. The 


ſame was the doctrine of Moſes and the Prophets, 
The Lord ſhall judge his people, (fays the 


net And {We beheld (fay the latter) till 

© the thrones were caſt down, and the books were 
Lopened, and the judgment was ſet. '* | Who 
may abide the day of his coming? and who ſhall 
© ſtand when he appeareth?“ Fire ſhall devour 
. before him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous I 
round about him.“ © He ſhall call to the Hea- ; 
vens from above, and to the earth, that he may 
+ judge his people.” The ſame truth was often re- 


m_— by Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſlles. * f The 


Son of Man (ſays our Lord) ſhall-come in his 
< glory, and all the holy angels with him; then 
4 ſhall | be ſit on the throne of his glory. And be- 

| fore 


* Jude r . E Gen. viii. 25. J Deut. xxxii. 36. $ Dan vil 9. 10. 


Ml. fi. 3. Pfal. I. 3, 1 Match. xxv. 37, 38. 


* 


(FF 


fore him ſhall be gathered all nations; and be 
hall ſeparate them one from ankle, as A 
ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from his goats“ 
And he then will ſearch the hearts, and try 
the reins of men. 4 For every idle word 
they have ſpoken, as well as work they have 
2 « done, they ſhalt give an accent. The um 
profitable . who hath abuſed his time 


TRA 


Y | puniſh. IG 1 ew (fays' Jobs) 4 12 white 


< throne, and him that fat upon it, from whoſe 


| # face the earth and the heavens fled away, and 
Y © there was no place for theni. And I faw the 


dead, both fmall and great, Rand before God, 
and the books were opened; and another book 


j | © was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
1 dead were judged ont of theſe things which 
were written in the books, according to their 


works. And the ſea gave up the dead which were 
in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 


which were in them; and they were judged 
| FF © every man according to his works. As ſure 
chen as the nature of things, and as certain as 
che immutable truth of God, man is an ac- 


15 creator, 


Rer. il. 23. + Match, l. 1 36 } Rev. x. IT, 12, 13. 


| © 
creator, redzemer, and judge, for his thoughts, 
words, and actions. The faithful and profitable 4 
ſervant alone, will be acquitted, ' approved, and 
rewarded: © Blefſed is that ſervant, whom his lord, 
'© when he cometh; ſhall find ſo doing. Of a truth 2 
© I ſay unto you, he will make him ruler over all 9 
ut _ he hath. And chis N me to the : 
„ SACD thing +6 to Which my Text leads our 
g Shuts, that is, The felicity of thoſe who habi- 
tually act under the impreſſion of their being ac- 7 
countable creatures. And here it will be neceſſary 2 
for me to ſet before you the conduct which be- 
longs to accountable ereatures; and then to re- 
mint: voy oF ws wag Hoo OR reſale from it. 
wy then we would act na with FIC cha- I 
racter and circumſtances of accountable creatures, 3 
we muſt not regard our own wills or inclinations, 
nor the inclinations or conduct of other men, ſo as 
to make them the rule of our conduct; but we 
muſt reſign ourſelves entirely to the will and dif. 
Pol of God. As we approve ourſelves to him, 
our only lawful Lord, we ſhall ſtand or fall. That 
will is fully and explic itly. made known; and re- 
quires us, without delay, to repent of our ſins, to 
be deeply humbled on their 1 and to re- 
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(49) 

nounce them; to believe the goſpel of Jeſus, and 
the record which God has given of his being ſa- 
tisfied and reconciled by the obedience and death 


of his Son; to ſeek and reſign ourſelves to the 
conduct of his word and Spirit; to place unlimited 


confidence in his goodneſs and mercy; and, influ- 


enced by his fear and love, to employ all our ta- 
lents for the glory of God, the intereſt of the re- 
ligion of Jeſus, and our own ſalvation. We are 
commanded, for this purpoſe, to mortify the love 
of ſin ; to ſubdue our appetites and paſſions, and 
to cherifh every Chriſtian grace and virtue; to 
cultivate a ſpirit - of holineſs by prayer, and to 
maintain a conſtant communion with God, and 
an habitual preparation for death and judgment. 
This is the will of God concerning us. Bleſſed is 
that ſervant whom his lord, when ho cometh, 
< ſhall find ſo > doing, 


Fan RE are 3 that ariſe from the per- 
3 of theſe duties, which the world, with 


; all its joys, can never give; there is a happineſs 
7 attends genuine piety, which is unſpeakable ; but 
we felicity to which the Text leads our thoughts, 
4 1 is that which awaits the Chriſtian at death and 


ñudgment. © Bleſſed ſhall that ſervant be when 


his lord cometh. 4 Let us view chen the Chri- 


. Tod © 50h 3 ö 1 4 | tian 
5 | | 
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ſtian in his laſt moments, whoſe life has been ſpent * 


(6 ) 


in the exerciſes of faith, repentance, and devo- 


tion; in abundant labours of love towards God 


and man. Conſcious of the imperfections that 


cleaved to his beſt ſervices when examined by 


the perfect law of God, he is deeply humbled; 
and ſometimes filled with fear. Under a ſenſe 
of much weakneſs, and the ſtrength of tempta- 
tion, be is often weary, ſometimes ready to 
faint; and his beſt deſires and hopes are fre- 


quently diſappointed. In this ſtate of mind, a de- 


clining frame, or unrelenting diſeaſe, announceth 
that his lord cometh. This expecting ſervant ne- 
ver was unmindful of the charge that his maſtey 
left him at his departure, Occupy till I come; 
and he now recalls and tries his conduct by the 


| injunctions of his Lord. In the midſt of all his 


defects, he Rill poſſeſſeth the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience ; that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 


he hath paſſed the time of his ſojourning in the fleſh. 


He remembers the abundant grace of God his Sa- 


viour, to pardon z he bows his head, and-worſhips: 


His weakneſs and diſeaſe, reſiſting the power of me- 


dĩeine and of prayer, prevail: Without regret he ſees 
the world recede; and, without a ſigh, he ſays to 
all its joys, farewell: He cloſes his peaceful eyes, 


v7 


*- 


C21 


and, without terror, is conſcious that the eternal 
ſtate is at hand: No angry God; no vindictive 
judge; no flaming miniſter of vengeance; no lake 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone, preſent 
. themſelves to his view, or diſturb his repoſe. 
I know (fays he) whom I have believed, and I 
5 am perſuaded that he 18 able to keep that which 
I committed to him againſt that day.” A 


ſolemn - pauſe ſucceeds ; ; then labouring for 
ſtrength and breath, he makes a laſt effort, and 


with inarticulate ſounds adds, Lord Jeſus receive 
my. ſpirit! and expires. In that moment his la- 
| + bours are ended ; no longer can he be moleſted 
by a body of fin, a cruel world, or malicious 
devils ; no longer ſhall he * faint for ſalvation,” or 


* pant, as the hart aſter the water brook, for God, 
* the living God:“ His mind expands with un- 


. 


known powers, and is filled with all the vaſt and 


ſublime ideas of eternity; all the pleaſures that 
can ariſe from holineſs, from perfection, from 


the ſociety of angels and archangels, and the ſpi- 


rits of juſt men made perfect, from the viſion of 


God and the Lamb, from the New Jeruſalem, or 
the elevated worſhip of heaven, ſhall be poured in- 
to his boſom: Ihe Judge of all will now vindicate 
his character, and avenge his wrongs; his Lord 
will reward him with a diſtinguiſhed place in his 


2 manſions; 


fie) 
manſions; yea, God himſelf will acknowledge him 
for a ſon. He will make him a king and a prieſt 
for ever and ever. Happy is the man that is in 
ſuch a caſe ; and that happineſs is his who acts 
under the habitual impreſſion of his being account- 
able to God, his creator, redeemer, and judge. 
Bleſſed is that ſervant whom his lord, when he 
* cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. Of a truth Ifay un- 
to you, he ſhall: make him ruler over all that 
he hath. But if, forgetful of theſe things, that 
« ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming, and ſhall begin to beat the men 
« ſervants, and the maid ſervants, and to eat and 
drink, and to be drunken, the lord of that ſer- 
* vant ſhall come in a. day when he looketh not 
« ſor him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
$ and will cut him in ſunder, and will appoint 
; him his portion with the unbelievers.— And 
this naturally brings me to the Ee wp 


Tip thing which our Text ſuggeſts, to wit, 
The miſery af thoſe who do not act conſiſtently 
with their character as accountable creatures: And 
I ſhall follow the ſame plan here as I have done 
on the former head of diſcourſe ;-by firſt remind- 
ing you of the temper and conduct which are 
nat cond: ſtent with the character of man as an 
© accountable 


( 


accountable being: "Theſe are thoughtleſſneſs, 
irreligion, and ſenſuality. If that ſervant ſayin” 
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming, and 
© ſhall begin to beat the men ſervants, and maid 

6 ſervants, and to eat _— Urns: and be e 
ken.“ | 


2 
* * 


1. THoucHTLE SSNESS is inconſiſtent with the 
character of an accountable-creature. Although 
we are all involved i in the ruins of the fall, are de- 


praved and ſinful; and although in this ſtate we 


cannot ſee God; although we Have the method of 
our recovery, and our duty explicitly ſet before usz 


although the means are put into our hands, by 


which we may perform it; and although we are re- 


quired to proſecute theſe objects with the greateſt 


diligence, under the pains of eternal damnation 


although we have a general acquaintance with | 
theſe things, in conſequenee of our education, 


and the religious inſtitutions of our country; 
yet how many are there, who, through their whole 


lives, never lay theſe things ſeriouſſy to heart; "ou 4 | 


ſpend not one week, yea one day, or one hour, in 


conſidering whether they are delivered from a Kas : 
of condemnation; whether they have attained to a 
ſtate of ſalvation ; whether they are fit to die, and 
are prepared to ſtand before the tribunal of God? 


Vea, 


{x4 ) 
Vea, inſtead of. applying themſelves to flower 
reflections upon theſe things, they proſecute | 
buſineſs; they invent amuſements; or plunge 
Into cximingh pleaſures, in order to baniſh even 
thoſe fugitive thoughts concerning death and judg- 
ment, which ſometimes intrude into their minds. 
But if there is a rule given by which we muſt 
Walk, and if it is certain that God will try and 
judge us by that rule, how inconſiſtent in an 
accountable creature is ſo thoughtleſs a conduct? 
How abſurd is it for him to ſay in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming?” and hence to take 
encouragement, to neglect his duty, and go 
on in ſin.— But if thoughtleſſneſs is ſo inconſiſtent 
with the character of an accountable creature, 
; mow much more is 


0 m That ſervant who ſays, My 
* lord delayeth his coming, is deſcribed as 
- taking encouragement hence to beat the men 
© ſervants and the maid ſervants, He neglects 
his bible, refuſes to pray, pays no regard to 
the inſtitutions of religious worſhip; and them 
who do, he hates and abuſes; their fear of God 

he calls ſuper/tition; their love to the greateſt and 

beſt of Lords, and their proper concern for his ho- 
nour and intereſt, he ſtiles entbuſraſm ; their holy 
PEPE 


— \v >Y , bw 
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C 3. 
circumſpect walk, he terms preciſeneſs, if not y. 
pocriſy: Rejecting the ſtandard of truth, the Holy 
Scriptures, and having laid aſide his reaſon, he 
is led by brutal appetites and paſſions, and ſo he 
calls good evil, and evil good; and then, according 
to his views of right and wrong, he exhibits the 
man of religion as the object of his ridicule, or 
hatred and malice, and the ſubje& of his evil wi 
and works. He fays in his heart, My lord de- 
* layeth his coming :* And ſo he begins to abuſe 
the ſervants who know and do the will of their 
lord, and to whom he hath ſaid © He that touch⸗ 
eth you, toucheth the apple of mine eye.* HW] 


inconſiſtent then is this with the character of an 


accountable creature And en ſo is 


3. 8 which uſually arcompanieth 
thoughtleſſneſs and irreligion: For the ſervant that 
ſaid in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming, and 
beat the men ſervants, and the maid ſervants, alſo 

* eat and drank, and was drunken.“ Inſtead of 
the glory of God, pleaſure is the great object of 
the ſenſualiſt, to which he makes his time and 
talents ſubſervient: What his ſenſes or appe- 
tites deſire; what bad men have been pleaſed to- . 
call good, that he follows; and what —_—_— | 
a lindulgences, that he hates, reprobates, and 

8 
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6 16 5 5 
. Had his pleaſures been his duty, and his 


duty his ſin, this man could act with propriety: 


But as the reverſe is the caſe, and he is required 


to mortify his members, which are upon the 


earth, to deny himfelf, and renounce the 
World,“ nothing can be more inconſiſtent or 
abſurd than to be fo intoxicated with pleaſure as 
to drown the ſenſe of his obligations to duty; 


but ſo it is, the ſinner ſays in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming, and he begins to eat and 
to drink, and to be drunken.“ Such then is the 
 thoughtleſs, irreligious, or | ſenſual conduct of 


thoſe who act inconfiſtentlywith their character, as 
accountable creatures;—Lat e, ou 


eat that will u follow: 5 The lord of that 
41 8 will come in a day that he looketh not 
for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
and will cut him in ſunder, and will give him his 
© portion with the unbelievers. He will be ſur- 
priſed; he will be loaded with reproaches; the 


| Wan of reg n wy We SEE him. 


H will de pete: 3 The lord of that ſer · 
vant will come in a day that he looketh not for 
tim. Although he would not employ one ſerious . 
thought about death or eternity, with unceafing 
5 — 


{( 7. 


though Glent ſteps, they were ever drawing nigh. 


At length a declining frame, or unrelenting diſ-. 
euaſe announceth to. him. alſo, : that his Lord 


£:cometh.” With unſpeakable. pain and aſtoniſh- 
ment, he ſees the world recede, and flatters him- 
_ ſelf that with life and health it will again return: 
But the power of medicine is employed in vain, 
to prayer he is a ſtranger; his hopes are baffled; 
his diſeaſe prevails, and every circumſtance in his 
_ fituation proclaims that the moment of his de- 
parture is at hand; the joys of time now forſake 
him, and their loſs writhes his very heart: He ſighs, 
he groans, but he will not bid them farewell ; his 
ghaſtly ſtaring. eye-balls fwim, and are covered 
with the darkneſs of death; his nerves ſtart; his 
whole frame is convulſed, and, O what confufion 
overwhelms him, when eternity appears in view 
he ſtruggles for another, and another breath ;— 
but it is in vain—nature fails—and he expires. 


- Hrs unclothed ſpirit enters upon. eternity, and 
in that moment memory and conſcience, though 
long a prey to thoughtleſſnefs, irreligion, or ſen- 

ſuality, revive, and preſent, in all their tremen- 
dous aſpects, the deformity and aggravations of 

| his crimes; the miniſters of vengeance hurry him 
before the tribunal of God: Perhaps the eyes of his 
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parent or miniſter, who with tears of tender- 
neſs, in vain pled with him the cauſe of wiſdom 
and goodneſs, catch him, and carry ten thou- | 
ſand reproaches to his heart: He appears be- 
fore the throne of God, and. the preſence of his 
Creator now makes him ſenſible of his impiety in 
abuſing his mercy, deſpiſing his grace, and inſult-. 
ing his authority: Cut in fander with diſtrac- 
tion and deſpair, he exclaims, Ah, wretch that 
„Jam! whither ſhall I go ? The great day of the 
« wrath of God and the Lamb is come en 


0 ee e retail 


| iy pains * eternity are einflided upon int. 


Yes !- I ſee- the mighty angel deſcending by the 


command of the eternal God, having the key of 
the bottomleſs pit: I behold the ſmoke of his tor- 


ment aſcending : I ſee:the blackneſs of darkneſs, 
and the lake that burneth with fire for ever and 


overs 1 hear the e the ſp the gnaſh- 


"Wes. + Murmur not een — 


mortal, ſays Almighty God; cloſe thy polluted 


adjudging the unprofitable ſervant to utter dark - 
; nels, | is juſt and true, even though weighed in thy 
on deceitful balance: For n allow, that 


EY 5 + * unto | 


4 


(! 1& ): | 

« unto whomſoever much is given, of him Thalt 
much be required; and to whom men have 
* committed. much; of him will they aſk the more,” 
Les, I hear the Judge of all giving the dread | 
command to his miniſters; who are-flaming fires! 
will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, and let his portion be with the 
unbelievers; for he ſhall be beaten; with many 
ſ{tripes.: Ah, my brethren ] who can ſpeak, of the 
agonies of deſpair? who can deſcribe the pains of 
the eternal ſtate, and the wretchedneſs of the 
damned? Yet this unſpeakable torment is the 
miſery of him who acts inconſiſtently with his 
character and Gircomſtances as an eee _ 
tare. io . 
24 TOE aki brethren, finiſned my plan. 1 

have ſhown you, that you are accountable to God 
your creator, redeemer, and judge: I have 
pointed out the felicity of thoſe who act conſiſt- 
ently with it, and the miſery of thoſe who do not: 
K ſhall conclude with ee to each of theſe. 
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mY Hop 1 1 peak to many in . x 
- fembly; who know their duty, who love it, and 


| make it their habitual- endeavour- to perform it. 
023 | C 2 Brethre 


U 20 


Brethren, youexperience that withoutare fightings, 
and that within are fears; but be not diſcouraged, 
your honeſt endeavours ſhall not be in vain in the 

Lord. Look to your God; he is not unmindfut 

of. your fidelity; he now approves, and ſhortly will 

reward it with all the felicity of which we have 
ſpoken. Lou have a cloud of witneſſes to atteſt 
this animating truth. So patriarchs, and pro- 
phets, and apoſtles, and evangeliſts, and ſo the 
martyrs have teſtified; and ſuch is now the expe- 
rience of our excellent N n en 
. we nn, 5 0190 | 


 Lavy GLENORCHY was watt by Providence 
for a ſuperior place in fociety.: Her underſtand- 
ing was naturally ſtrong and capacious, and her 
memory retentive : Her mind was poliſhed by a 
liberal education, and richly furniſhed with ideas 
by extenſive reading and obſervation : Her per- 
ſon was agreeable; her manners engaging ; her 
fancy brilliant,. and- attended by a conſtant flow 
of ſpirits and good humour: Born to wealth, and 
allied to a rich and noble houſe, ſhe was fitted to 
- make a diſtinguiſhed figure ROS the great, and 
'toſhine in courts :. But. as. *. Moſes, when he was 
come to years, refuſed to be called the fon of 
3 n. en chooſing rather to ſuffer 
ED a a © affliction 


C 
«* affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the 
© reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 
© ſures of Egypt; in like manner ſhe, in all the 
bloom of youth, with all worldly pleaſures at her 
command, laid: herſelf, her fortune, her honours, 
and her talents, at the foot of the croſs of Jeſus» 
If I miſtake not, it was in the year 1765, which 
was the 23d of her age, that ſhe was viſited with 
ſickneſs; in recovering from which, her thoughts 
were involuntarily- turned to the firſt queſtion 
and anſwer of that form of ſound words which 
moſt of us have been taught in our youth: What 
+ is the chief end of man? It is to glorify God, 
5 and to enjoy him for ever.” Muſing on theſe 
words, they arreſted her attention, and naturally 
led her ta put to herſelf the important queries, 
Have I anſwered the deſignof my being? Have 
glorified God? Shall I enjoy him for ever? Review- 
ing her life of thoughtleſs gaiety, ſhe found there 
was no connection between fuch conduct, and the 
| glorifying and enjoying of God; and that conſe- 
quently hitherto ſhe had not anſwered the chief 
end of her exiſtence : Her conſcience was awaks 
ned, and, for a conſiderable ſeaſon, ſhe laboured 
under that anxiety and fear which uſually attend 
ſuch a ſtate of mind. But on reading the zth 
chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, ſhe diſco- 
vered 


« a 


vered the: way ts the Great God could be 
juſt, and yet che juſtifier of the believer in Jeſus. 
She: believed:: Her underſtanding was enlighten- 
ed; her conſcience: reheved, and her mind reſtored 
to peace: The fruits of her faith ſoon gave the moſt, 
unequivocal evidence to the truth of the happy 
changewhich had taken place in her mind. For ſome 
time ſhe endeavoured to avoid the ridicule which 
attends true religion, by concealing it, and ming. 
ling in the ſociety and amuſements to which ſhe | 
had been accuſtomed; but ſhe ſoon found it impol, 
fible to ſupport the ſpirit and practice of religion, 
and at the ſame time be conformed to the man- 
ners of the world : She therefore openly avowed 
her religion, and renounced the ſinful enjoyments 
of the world. From this time her whole life was 
one continued courſe of . devotion ; her. cloſet 
ſeemed to be a little ſanctuary for God, to which 
ſhe habitually retired with avidity and pleaſure 
In- her family there was always an altar for the 
Lord, and from which, with the morning and 
evening, regularly aſcended ſocial prayer and 
praiſe: She loved the houſe of God; and the 
moſt painful circumſtance of her frequent ill 
health, was her being detained by it from public 
worſhip. Well acquainted with men and things, 
. converſation was full of good' ſenſe and in- 
- formation; 
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formation; it was often much enlivened by good 
humoured pleaſantry; but it always was pious 


and ſpiritual; always expreſſive of the high 


ſenſe ſhe had of the excellence and importance of 
religion, and of her anxiety for its promotion: 
With peculiar pleaſure ſhe always ſpoke of the 
perſon or place in which it appeared to flouriſh, 
and with evident pain of thoſe in which it was 
otherwiſe : The ſincerity of her religious prinei- 


ples was eſtabliſhed by her actions: She was not 


of thoſe who ſay, but do not: She built ſome 


places of worſhip; the purchaſed others, and 


aſſiſted in the building of many: To ſome able 


and faithful miniſters, whoſe:congregations were 


in poor circumſtances, ſhe paid the whole of their 
falaries; to others, a ſtated annual ſum in part; to 
many, occaſional donations as ſhe ſaw them need- 
ful: She educated many young men of piety for 
the holy miniſtry: Senſible that ignorance and 


irreligion, idleneſs and vice, go together, ſhe 


founded and endowed ſchools, and ſet on foot ma- 


nufactories for the poor: In private, the widow 


and the fatherleſs, the ſtranger and the diſtreſſed, 
experienced her abundant beneficence. - To en- 
able her to proſecute theſe ſchemes of benevo- 
lence, ſhe carefully looked into all her affairs, 
. en the ſtricteſt ceconomy ; and though 


7250 her 
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her drefs, lier table, her attendants, and equi page} 
always correſponded to her ſtation, yet ſhe denied 
herſelf the ſplendour which her fortune and rank 
could well have afforded and excuſed : She knew 
the world too well not to expett its hatred and re- 
proach, for a zealous profeſſion of the goſpel ; but 
her natural fortitude and greatneſs of ſoul, and the 


force of her religious principles, rendered this of 
ſmall conſequence in her eſtimation: Morethan any 


one I ever knew, ſhe gloried i in the croſs of Chriſt: 
Olten have I heard her make the falſehood and in- 
nature that had been propagated againſt her, a 
ſübject of moſt refined and innocent pleaſantry. 
Full of plans for the glory of God and the good 
of men, and buſy 1 in the proſecution of them, this 
excellent Lady arrived in this city a few weeks 
ago: Al her friends obſerved with concern, her 
_ . declining ſtate of health : At the different inter- 
views! had with her, ſhe always ſpoke of death, 
and her perſuaſion that with her it was near, and 
uniformly expreſſed her ſatisfaction and joy in the 
proſpect: Her converſation, notwithſtanding, was 
a8 eaſy, pleaſant, and chearful as ever: Religion 
in her, was not the production of gloom either 
during the progreſs, or in the near views of the 
termination of life: Almoſt her laſt words were, 
6 if this i is a it is the eaſieſt thing 3 
| | Diſeaſe 
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| Diſeaſe. prevailed, and not many wager afterwards, 
ſhe. expired. Of her we may ay. with - truth, 
what we eannot fay with equal propriety « of every 


departed Chriſtian; +© Her path was as the. ſhin- 5 
ing light, which ſhines brighter and brighter to 
ee e, | 11 5 


r ns, I 3 not been . the language 


of adulation— T you, my brethren, who had acceſs 
to know her converſation, and were the inſtry- 


ments or objects of her beneficence, I appeal 


whether theſe things were not ſo; for they could | 


not be done in a corner. This was the woman. 
who was maligned and traduced, becauſe ſhe was. 
not of the world, but was choſen out of the world: 

And no marvel, if Lady Glenorchy's conduct Was 
was that of reaſon, good ſenſe, and religion, 
theirs muſt be that of madneſs, - folly, and im- 
piety. This was the woman they called a fool 
and enthuſiaſt.— A fool whoſe folly led her to re- 
nounce thoſe pleaſures: which i injure the health, 
ruin the fortune, and drown the ſoul in perdi- ; 
tion—A fool whoſe folly. enabled her to manage 


| her affairs ſo as to preſerve the- dignity of her. 


rank, and yet. to deal liberally. of her bounty. to 


che poor—An enthuſiaſt, whoſe enthuſiaſm taught 


her to reſcue. the children of the needy from ig- 
5 1 norance, 
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norance, Aleneſs, and vice, and donvert thaw 
into uſeful members of ſoctoty==An enthuſiaſt, | 
whom enthuſiaſm made an inſtrument to promote | 
the greateſt and beſt inteteſts of her county 

H this be folly, if this be enthuſiaſm, may Al- 
mighty God, of his infinite goodneſs and mercy, 
viſit my country and my people with many ſuch 
hope for; but may he in mercy to a declining 
age, raiſe up ſome few-reproached eee, 
racters, poſſeſſed of qualities, diſpoſitions, and 
abilities like to her's, whom we now have laid in 
the tomb! And grant me, O Almighty Father, 
2 fome portion with them while I live, join me with 
chem when I -: i006 eee 
en ELLE 1 
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1 PITY tk man whoſe common ſenſe or facul. 
ties do not enable him to know what is required of 
him, or to diſcern the duties refulting from the ſta - 
tion in which he is placed: but I want language 

to expreſs my indignation at the wretch, who, 
chough conſeious of: his duty, has not virtue to 
periorm it, who not only reſiſts and overrules 
his own reaſon and conviction, but is vile and 

mean enough to perſecute and abuſe thoſe wha 
4 not. But the 5 are reriſiedʒ They 
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therer from the beginning, and the accuſer ef 
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m in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer. perſecutioh; 
the innocence of your hands, the kindneſs. ef 


your hearts, the moſt eminent virtues of your 


lives, will not preſerve you from this generation 
of vipers. The poiſon of aſps is under their 


tongues, and, like the adder, they lurk ſecretlyin 
the path to bite the heel of the -ce!eſtial-trayeller,. 


Faint not then in your courſe; Jeſus alſo-bore che 
eontradiction of ſinners. againſt himſelf; — 


him, perſevere to the end, and f a ruth = He 
? will make 285 rulers over all that he * =: 


er I Son Anau are a e ee, . 


| Pony conſcious that they are accountable to 
God their creator, redeemer, and judge, yet at 
a few are thoughtleſs, many are irreligious, and 
ſome ſenſual. Their Lord delayeth his coming, 
and they begin to beat the men ſervants, and 
_ © maid ſervants, and to eat and to drink, and to be 
- © drunken? Vou have ſeen the doom which 


awaits 
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2waits you. Your lord will come, he will come 


in a day when yon look not for him, and in an 
| hour when. you are not aware, and will cut you 


in ſunder, and give you a portion with the unbe- 
levers; and are you reconciled to this portion? 
Your Lord will come; and dare you appear 
before him, in your preſent thoughtleſs, irreligi⸗ 
ans, fenſaal ſtate? His eyes are as flaming fire; 


and are you bold enough to meet their anger? Do 


you look on the bottomleſs pit with all its horrors, 
and can you fay with compoſure, © This is my 


© place, here 1 muſt dwell for ever? 2 Or rather 


do you not ſay, what ſhall I do to be ſaved, how 


mall Teſeape the wrath which is to come? Go from 


this aſſembly, thou thoughtleſs, irreligious, or 


fenſual mortal! humble thyſelf in the fight of 
God—believe that he pardons, juſtifies, - and 


faves the returning ſinner believing in Jeſus, 


through the virtues of his obedience unto death. 


Pray, pray earneſtly to the God of all grace, that 
he would give thee repentance unto life, renew 


thee in the ſpirit of thy mind, and preſerve thee 


henceforth from the error of thy ways; renounce 


__ thy own will, and the maxims of this preſent evil 


world; take the word of God as'thy rule; refign 
thyſelf in thought, word, and deed, entirely to 


kim; ; improve thy time and talents for re- 
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lin ab an and virtue, and thy iniquity mall not be 


thy ruin; continue in well doing, and thou alfo 


ſhalt be bleſſed, when thy Lord cometh: But 


if you deſpiſe his goodneſs, and neglect his 


grace, then know aſſuredly your damnation ſſum- 


bereth not; the feet of thoſe are at the door 
who ſhall bear you into the preſence of God the 
judge of all. And that ſervant who knew his 
_ © lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, neither 
© did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes; for unto whomſoever much is 
given, of him ſhall much be required.“ May 
Cod bleſs his word, for his name and I 
. Amen an amen. 
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